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THE WILL
A VERY IMPORTANT AND ESSENTIAL DOCUMENT FOR MUSLIMS IN BRITAIN

“Every soul will taste death.” (Soorah Al-i-imran 3:185)
“Whatever you are, death will overtake you.” (Soorah An-Nisas 4:78)

Writing a Will is a religious obligation on all Muslims. The Law of Succession
is an extremely important branch of islamic Law, which covers every facet of
life. The Qur'aan, the revealed word of Allah, has itself framed this Law and
has imposed an absolute obligation on Muslims to follow and abide by this
Law. Failure to implement the Law is attendant with divine penalties, and is
regarded as a serious transgression of the rights of fellow men. Furthermore,
i Muslims fall to write a Will they have all the reason to fear that thelr estate
may not be distributed in accordance with Islamic Law. In this country if a
person dies without making a Will then that person’s wealth is distributed in
accordance with this country's laws of Intestacy i.e. the law, not you, who
decides how your estate (what you leave when you die) is distributed.

This form of distribution is not in accordance with Allah’s words in the Qur'aan
{Soorah An-Nisaa).

In order that your Hereafler is secured. Inshaa Allaah, and to avoid a major sin,
ensure that your wealth, however small, is distributed inaccordance with
Allah’s commands.

The Islamic Law of Succession consists of two parts: Voluntary and
Compulsory. The Voluntary aspect relates to the right of every muslim to
bequeath up to one-third of his/her estate to third parties {eg for charitable,
religious or educational purposes) who do not gqualify at the time of his/her
death as his/her legal heirs under the Islamic Law of Succession. The
remainder automatically and compulsorially devolves upon his/her legal heirs
determined at the time of his/her death in accordance with, and in the
proportions prescribed by, the rules of the Islamic Law of Succession. i the
right 1o begueath upto one-third to outsiders is not excercised, the whole
estate would after payment of debts devolve upon the prescribed heirs.

Below please find a Suggested text of a will. No claim is made that this work
is complete and final and despite believing that this is a very sound Will we do
not assume any legal responsibility and carry no liability whatsosver in relation
1o using it by individuals as their final Will. Our hope is that, by this, we are
presenting to the Muslims a much needed service, for which we seek Allah’s
acceptance and forgiveness.

There are some Important considerations that one should be aware of when
writing the Will. Among them are the following:

1. To select a person to serve as the executor;

2. Ons must bequeath in the Will those relatives who do not inherit from
him/her:

3. That he/she only bequeaths maximum of one third of his/her wealth. 1t is not
permissible to bequeath more than that;

4. He/she should have as witnesses two just Muslims who are: a) not
beneficiaries/inheritors; b) witnessing the signing and declaration only by thhe
bequeather {(or testator) at the end of the Will;

5. Not bequeath anything to his/her Islamic legal inheritors. This is not allowed:

6. It is also forbidden to use the Will to cause harm and oppression, for
example deliberately depriving some, or preferring some children to others,
etc..;

7. Since a large number of peole are overcome by innovation in the Deen these
days, particurlarly with regard to funerals, then it is a duty upon the Musiim that
he/she orders in his/her Will that he/she should be prepared for burial and
buried accordingly to the Sunnah.

1. 1 the undersigned..................cociinns of i hereby
revoke, cancel and annul all former testamentary dispositions of whatsoever
nature heretofore made by me, and declare this to be my last Wassiyat, Will
and Testament.

jointly and severally to be the Executor/s of my this will and administrator/s
of my Estate, granting to them all such powers aliowed in law , especially the
Power of Assumption.

3. My said Executor/s and Administrator/s shall endeavour 1o ascertain what
amount, if any, is due by me in respect of my religious liabilities and
obligations in accordance with the tenets of the Islamic faith until the date of
my, death ; and for the guidance of my Executor/s and Administrator/s, 1
hereby declare that at present MY liabilities in this respect are as follows:

{2y Unpaid Zakat (Annual poor rate)

{b) Unaccomplished Haj {Pligrimage to Makkah)
{cy Unkept Sowm. (Fast)

(d) Unperformed Salaat (Prayers)

{e} Unfulfilled Kaffarah

{f) Undischarged Mannat, etc

(g} Undischaged Kurbani or other Wajib

{h) Others

and accordingly 1 hereby direct and make Wassiyat (Islamic Testament/Will)
that such amounts shall be paid as a first charge fo such persons or
institutions as my Executor/s and Administralor/s deem appropriate. My
Executor/s and Administrator/s should consult an Imam(s) in the said task.
The Total amount payable under this clause shall not, however, exceed thirty
three and one-third percent of the net value of my estate afier the payment
of all my lawful obligations, and all debts contracted by me during my life
time, including Meh'r (Dowry), fimeral expenses and expenses connected
with the administration of my esiate.

4. In the event of any balance remaining out of the thirty three and one-third
percent of the net value of my estate as mentioned in clause 3 hereof, then 1
hereby make Wassiyat according to the Islamic laws of succession and give
and bequeath, as free and absolute legacies, to the following charitabie
institutions or persons out of such balance, the amounts as are set opposite
their respective names, as follows:-

) Amount

L3 T PP Amount

5. It shall be the duty of my Executor/s to determine who are my rightful heirs
in accordance with the Islamic Law of Succession (Sunni Figh), and what
share each is entitled to receive. | do hereby nominate and appoint such
persons in the shares determined, to be the heirs of the whole of the residue
of my Estate, wherever situated, in the United Kingdom or elsewhere in the
world.

6. A Certificate stating the rightful heirs in my Estate, showing their

respective shares therein in accordance with the Islamic Law of Succession

(Sunni Figh) issued by the Mufti of any recognised islamic theological body

or by any certified Aalim. of the region where my heirs are resident, shall be

?‘ct_:epted for all purposes as a lawful document, determining my rightful
8irs.

7. It is my express desire thal my Executor/s shall wind up my Estale as
expeditiously as possible. Any business carried on in my name at the time of
my death, or any other assets belonging to my Estaie, by arrangemenis
between the heirs, be taken over by any or all of them. Any minor's
inheritance shall be retained by my Administrator/s in trust for the benefit of
such minor until the minor becomes of age, and may be ufilised to acquire
any business or assets in the Estate, or any share in such business or assets,
or any investment deemed suitable by my Administratoris. No minor heir
shall be entitied to pariicipate in any discussion on matters affecting my
Estate, without the approval of my Administrator/s. If no agreement is
reached between my heirs within a reasonable time, all Estate assets shall be
realised and the proceeds distributed in the manner aforementioned. My
Administrator/s shall have the right to carry on and continue any business
carried on in my name in parinership or otherwise, at the time of my death,
s0 long as they may consider it desirable for the benefit of my heirs in their
absolute discretion.

8. My said Executor/s and Administrator/s shall not be required to pay any
minor's inheritance into the Guardian's Fund, nor shall they be required to
furnish any security to the Govi. authority for the administration of the
inheritances due to such minors.

8. My said Executor/s and Administrator/s shall be entitled to make
reasonable periodical payments for the proper maintenance, education and
support of such heir, and to deduct such payment from the inheritance of
such heir.

10. | declare that | have forgiven sveryong who has backbitten me and
request of all those who knew me to forgive me whatever I may have
mistakenly taken from them or said against them.

11. This is my last will and testament, and | am free before Allah (subhanahu
wa ta’ala) from saying or doing anything that contradicts the guidance of
Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him).

THUS DONE AND EXECUTED at this............... day of............ 20......
corresponding with the Islamic.................. day of............... 14...... in
the presence of the subscribing witnesses, who signed in each other's
presence, all being present at the same time.

AS WITNESSES:

Testator




